Intracranial hemorrhage in a patient with sub-massive pulmonary embolism treated with EkoSonic endovascular system directed thrombolysis.
Ultrasound-assisted catheter-directed thrombolysis therapy has emerged more recently as a management strategy for patients with intermediate risk pulmonary embolism and has shown promising results in clinical trials by early reversal of right ventricle dilation, reduced pulmonary hypertension, and decreased anatomic thrombus burden. This therapeutic strategy requires a small fraction of the systemic fibrinolytic dose and is therefore associated with a reduced bleeding risk. Although intracranial hemorrhage has not been reported in clinical trials, it is a possible complication. Here we report the first case of intracranial hemorrhage related to the use of EkoSonic™ Endovascular System directed thrombolysis in a patient with large bilateral pulmonary embolism without any identifiable bleeding risks. © 2017 Wiley Periodicals, Inc.